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INQUIRY  INTO  THE  JAMESON  RAID. 

SPEECH 


IIV 


MR.  E.  BLAKE,  M.P. 


o\ 


TCKSDvVV.  L^inii  FIJUMAin'.  liMto. 

iu:i'i:i\ii:i>  ri:i,M   the  ■■  r.\i;i.i.\Mi':.\T.\;:v  jir.n.wi:^-- 

(Arriioiii^Ei)  l-jiirroN). 


Ml!.  P.LAKK  (Lnl:^•tV.l■(l.  S.)  :  'I'his  is  ; 
question  wliicli  \  iially  tuiiches  (lie  lionour 
and  iiiloro.sls  ot  the  cniiritiT.      It    is  (.iil\- 
witln'll     till'     lust     few    iiioiitlls     tlliit      till' 
COtiutiT  has   realised    the    i;ravitv    (if  the 
issues  involved  in  the  datnesim  raid.     We 
;u'c  now  face  to  face    with   those  issues, 
whieh  will  not  he  ended  even  hy  theeloM' 
of  the  w'lu;  seeinj,'  that  we  shall  have  to  re- 
habilitate tlio  eoi;ditioii  of  uiTaiis  in  South 
Africa,    and    to    rei)iiild    the    shattered 
striietiire   on  a   loinidation  of  peace  and 
justice,  giving  full  tmiof  that  we  are  pre- 
pared to  probe  to  the  licMoni  t!io  eonduct 
of  any  Goveriunent  depaitinent,  and  so  to 
remove  all  ground  for  suspicion.    Only  on 
such  IX  found.'i.tion  can   peace  and  ,i^^ood- 
will  ever,  oven   in  the  remote  future,  be 
restoix'd.     The  raid  has  Ix-ena.  main  cause  : 
of   the    war.      What  stopped    the   mouth  I 
iind  stayed  tl:e  hand  of   the  t;,i\ 
in  a  period  when,  as  thev 


sa\-, 


I'riniient 

giessioii 

the 


after  aggres.sion    was  lu'ing  made'bv 
South  African  IJepublie  ?    \\'liat  pre\ented  i 
remonstrance  and   paralysed  action   when,  i 
as    the     (JovernmeiU     saw     abuse    aftei- ' 


\  abuse  was  being  committed  '     Wlrii  v.as.  it 
■  th.-it  stup[)ed    the  mouth    of  the   (Joverii- 
)ui'nt    when    the    'ri-aii-\;ial    was  as  thev 
<ay  artning  in  an  improper  and  otlen!3i\'e 
niamier?     What    prevented  .such    action 
as   thf^  interests  of  the   country  in  that 
view  rcijin'red  <     The(TOvcrnment  declare 
it  was  the  raid.      Why  did  tlie  raid  stop 
it  !.       Merely   because  Dr.   Jameson    had 
invaded    the    Transvaal';      Not    at    all. 
They   were    paralysed    by    tlie    not     un- 
reasonable suspicion,  how  ever  anfoiuided 
it      nught     be,      thai      Dr.      Jameson's 
action   had  Iiehind  it  the  Colonial  Oliice. 
They  were  paralysed  by  the  suspicion  that 
there  was  more    iieuiMth,   and    that    the 
Covenuneiit   or  .'i    Government    l)epart- 
ment  had  some  knowlc'dge  of.  or  winked 
at,   or   were   accotuftlices    in  tiiese  trans- 
actions.    That    very    circumstance    indi- 
cates   tliat    the    fullest    jios.^ilile    iiapiii'y 
\\as    necessary   for    the    honour  and   the 
true  and  lasting  interests  of  this  country 
as  an   l']m|)ire,  and  especially  for  the  in- 
terest and   restoration  of  jieace  in  Smith 
.\frica.    That  necessity  w;isackno\vledged; 


or  in  tli.it  lU'igliliniulioiMl,  to  (\s(nit  liiui, 
Kill  I  I  liclicvc  thi'V  were  loiicciiltiiti'd  iiinl 
|ilii(i'(l  there  ill  \f<'M.  'I'liat  w.isttie  pulii  y 
iif  ilio  Coloni.'il  Olliic.  It  was  even  then 
iii>eeMsarv  to  fnrecnst  an  in>niriectioii  ;  it 
was  necessary    to  settle  a  jioliey.      Tliat 


ii  was  fi'oely  coiKCiled.  A  promise  was 
iiiaile  at  tlie  very  earliest  nioineiit  to 
Vresident  Krngeriiinl  Mr.  llofiiieyr  :  that 
promise  wa«  reiii'aied  in  the  (ittieon'd 
Speeeh  ;  and  it  was  aeted  ii])on  in  tlica]» 
poiiitnient  of  a  C'oniiniitoe  ;  thereby  recog- 
nising the  \iew  that  the  fullest  possible  policy  was  that  the  High  Commissioner 
iiKpmy  shotild  be  lield  for  the  jnirpose  of  shotild  go  up  to  protect  British  interests, 
briufili"'  ))cfore  the  world  the  whole  with  an  escort  of  troojxs  provided  for  tlie 
tircnmstanees  and  facts  of  the  case,  in  purpose.  What  happened  between  1804 
order  to  put  this  country  in  its  right  I  and  1895?  According  to  the  com- 
and  true  position,  so  that  those  wlio  had  ',  mon  story,  accenttiaterl  by  what  wo 
been  wronged  by  suspicion  might  bo  vin-    know    now    very    dearly,    the    situition 


dieated,  and  that  tlKJse  against  wliomthe 
tingev  of  suspicion  had  been  rightly 
pointed  might  also  lie  placed  in  their 
proper  position  before  I  lu;  eyes  of  the 
world.  Let  me  ask  the  House  lu  recollect 
the  chain  ot  circumstances  which  has 
brought  abotit  in  large  measure  this  sus- 
picion. For  some  years  Ixifore  |s!)5  it 
is  the  case  of  tlie  (lovernment  that  the 
Transvaal,  oi'  at  least  the  Kaiid,  and 
.lohamiesburg  as  its  centre,   was  sietliing 


at  .lohanncsbuig  had  got  very  much 
worse,  ^^'hy  ?  It  was  no  longer  left  to 
the  arguments  and  persuasions  and 
feelings  of  those  who  were  sutl'ering  the 
grievances,  of  those  w  ho  were  on  the  spot  ; 
but  .Mr.  llhodoK  and  Mr.  Beit  intervened  ; 
they  sent  their  emissaries  and  their  ca.'?li  ; 
t  hc\'  proeeeded  to  organise  the  insurrection 
which  up  to  that  time  had  not  come  oil'. 
They  proceeded  to  stiiniilale  the  discnn- 
teiit,  and  to   agitate    the     [)eo])le ;    tliev 


Willi  disaHection  and  disconlciit,  thai  the    encouraged   th(!m  ;    they   provided    them 
condition  of    thiiiiis    was  i^rowinsi    more 


and  more  dangerous,  that  the  discontent 
of  the  Uitlanders  was  becoming  more 
and  mere  acute,  and  might  and 
would,  unless  ilie  grievances  were 
reilressed,  lead  to  a  rebellion,  perhaps  to 
a     revoiulinii.     Thai     was    the    case     in 


with  moiiev  ;  they  arrany;ed  for  munitions 


of  war:  and,  generally  speaking,  they 
fomented  the  insurrection.  I'nder  these 
circumstances,  .Mr.  Iihodes,  in  one  of  his 
numerous  capacities,  as  Prime  .Minister  of 
the  Cape,  and  in  anollu'r,  as  agent  of  and 
practically  the  Chartered  Company,  repre 
18'J-f  under  a  former   Colonial  Secretary  i  sented  to  the  High  CommisHidiier  and  tin 


Governor  of  the  Cape  that  the  con- 
dition of  things  at  Johannesburg  was 
growing  more  acute.  Who  knew  better  f 
He  himself  was  making  it  more  acute. 
He  uiidc'i'stooil  from  the  Higli  Commis 
sioner,  as  Dr.  danieson  also  understood, 
that  if  and  when  at  that  time  it  was  not 
really  "  if,"  it  was  '•  when  "'  ;  c-eryliody 
was  sati.shed  that   the   in.siu'rect'    ■  would 


and     a     formei'      Higli      Commissioner. 

(Jne     instance     in    that    year    was    the 

ipiestion    of    connnandeei'ing,    when  the 

e.x;citemcnt    liecame    so    great    that    Sir 

Henry  Locli  went  to  l'ri>toria  and  was  to 

receive  a  great   deitntation  at  Joliannes- 

liurg.      President  Kriiger  aske<l  him   as  u 

favour  not  to  go  to.Iohaniu'sliurg,  because 

it  would  involve  ilistiirbaiice.  i     He  agreed 

not  to  go,  and  he  declared  to  his  chief  here    cfjme  off;  it  was  a  ([uestion  u.    luonths, 

that  the  .iituutioii   was    most   dangerous,    may  lie  of  weeks,  but  it  was  (piite  certain 

that   its   gravity  could  not  be  over-esti-    to  come  ott' — therefore,  I  may  say,  not  if, 

mated,  and  that   there  was  the  greatest    but    when    the  insiaicction  came  ofl"  the 

probability  of  an  explosion.     At  that  time    reappointed     Higli      Commissioner,     Sir 

a  policy  seems  to  have  been  settled   with    Hercules  Kobinson,  was  to  go  up.    And,  T 

reference  to  what  should  be  done  in  the  ;  presume,  as  this  insurrection  was  to  be  still 

•  event  of  the  expected  rising  taking  place,  i  moreformidable  and  much  better  organised 

The  policy  so  far  as  the  Imperial  (rovern- '  than   Ijefore,  that   ho  was  not  to  go  up 

mont  were  concerned  was  that,  when  the  ,  unattended  liy  troops,  but  that  the  policy 


rising  came  off,  the  High  Commissioner 
should  go  to  Johaimosburg  and  mediate, 
under  the  vuw  that  the  Transvaal  authori- 
ties had  shown  themselves  incapable  of 
preventing  anarchy  there,  and  in  order 
that  British  interests  should  be  protected. 
It  was  understood  at  that  time  that  troops 


of  the  Colonial  OtRce  was  to  bo  continuous 
in  this  as  in  the  other  respect,  and  the 
High  Commissioner  would  go  up  with  an 
escort  to  intervene  for  the  protection 
of  British  interests.  H<jw  far  he  v.us 
to  act  and  what  British  interests  were 
to  be  sjiecially  protected  we  know  not. 


chant 


should  bo  placed  on  the  border  at  Mafeking    nor,  for  this  purpose,  do  we  care.     That 


osonvl  liiiii, 
'iiliati'd  aiK.I 
as  tile  piilii  y 
ii.s  t;\eii  tliuM 
irroctinii  :  it 
>\\cy.  That 
oiniTii.ssinnc'r 
sh  interests, 
idefl  for  tlu; 
etween  IdtJl 
)  the  cnm- 
,'  what  we 
he    sitivitioii 

vciy  niiuli 
ongcr  left  to 
iiasinii.s  and 
sutreriiig  the 

on  the  spot  ; 

intervened  ; 
J  their  cash  ; 
^  insurrcctidn 
lot  collie  dli'. 
'  the  (h'scoii- 
ico|)le  :  they 
i>\ided  I  hem 
i'or  luiiiiitioiis 
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I'lider  these 
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came  oft'  the 
lissioiier,  Sir 
;o  up.    And,  T 

was  to  be  still 
!tter  organised 
not  to  go  up 
hat  the  policy 
bo  contiiuious 
jpect,  and  the 
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\\,i<  the  pnhcy.  Thai  liruig  the  policy,  I 
say  it  was  a  \eiy  dehcatc  and  ei'itical 
pohcy.  When  you  find  this  [mperiai 
(iovernnicnt,  with  its  positions  and  rela- 
tions in  South  Africa,  witli  its  enormous 
iiifliiciice,  with  its  claims  of  |Mramoiiiitcy, 
with  its  iiiidetiiK'd  claims  of  siiperioritv 
over  the  Transvaal  State,  deciding'  in  its 
mind  that  an  insurrcctiuii  is  •  mc  to  come 
otr,  and  to  come  oft'  among  its  own  sulijects, 
to  be  created  In-  its  own  suhjects,  and  that 
it  must  jirovide  for  tin' emergency  by  the 
protection  of  British  interest^;  in  the  way 
to  which  1  liave  referred,  you  find  a  ver\- 
delicate  and  critical' position.  It  comes 
\ery  near  approval.  I  do  not  say  that  it 
is     necessiU'iiv     appid\al.       Mut     seeintr 

I*  1     '  ■ 

le     attitude     ot     oii<'    ( '0\ crnnient    in 

isyi    and    the    attitude   of   this  (lovern- 

nient    in    1)~!!)5,    there    is     a    very    thin 

partition    wall   between   the    approval    oi- 

complacent  assent  on  the  one  liaiid,  and 

the   recognition  on  the  other  hand  of  the 

sad    imnitaljle,  to  l>e  avoided  if  possible, 

liut  yetbelievedto  be  inevitable.  Thatisthe 

dift'ei.'uce  between   what   1  may  call  the 

open  Rhodes  jilaii  and   the   secret    b'hodes 

plan,  the  former  licing  that  an  iiisnnection 

was     iiie\itaiile      and      Imperial      iJriiish 

interests  miisl   lie  pioteeied.  and  thelall(!r 

lu'ing    not     indeed     the     .lameson      raid 

precisely     as     it      idnk     jilace.     luit     that 

an     insiiireiiion      slioiilii     he     t'omciited 

and    accomplished   by   lihodes,  and    then 

tliat    the    High   ('oiiimissioiier  was   to   lie 

used.      It    is   on    this  thin    jiartition   \\,||| 

that     the     Mini>|er     iini-<t     stand.       This 

\vas     the     ciiiidiiioii      in      the     siinniier 

of      iMI'i.        The     eoiKliiimi      .IS      known 

to      the       Colonial        (Xliee     ;it      that        time 

\\'a.>  ill. It.  the  Ti'aiis\;ial  was  seelliini,' 
with  din'onteiit,  thai  an  in^nrreclion 
^^■a.•.  iminineiit  at  .lohaiiiiesliur'S  and 
that  it  was  necessary  to  forecast  it  and 
to  provide  foi'  it,  and  that  the  High  Com- 
missioner was  to  appear.  It  was  in  this 
condition  that  Mr.  .Ivlii)des,  in  the  summer 
ot  I8'J-'),  sent  an  emissary  or  emissaries 
to  London  to  negotiate  on  lielialf  of 
the 

in     certiun       .urangement 
Colonial     Oltice.       "What 


) 

ineliiding  uhai  has  lieei!  calleil  ihe 
"jumping  oft"^'  plane  at  I'itsani  I'mlngo. 
.Mr.  lihodes  was  to  uiulertake  the  respoiisi 


belong 


to    the     border 
le    a|)pealed  -- 


Chartered      Compaiiv     a,     change 

v,uh      the 
■^vcre     tho;,e 


i;hanges  ?  The',-  v.X'iv  the  changes 
that  .-leourcd  this  euuniious  alteratiLHi  in 
the  position  of  the  Ghartert;d  Company — 
that  it  was  to  become  the,  Imrder  aiilhoriiw 
to  jiosso^-.s  the  land  for  ten  miles  breadth 
.dong  the  Tr,in.^\,ial  luirdei',  gi.'lting  rid  of 
the  unuiedKite  Imperial  c.a-e  and  ref^ponr^i- 
liiiitv.  and  ohtamiug  the  border  territorv 


biiilies     which 
authority,      and     thus 
happily     appealed --to     the     coiiimen-ial 
spirit  which  the  Ciloiiial   Secretary  com- 
liines    with   his    Imjierialistic  sentiments. 
He  hoiight  this  border-line  ;  he  lioughttho 
authority;  he  bought  the  res|)oiisilulity;  he 
I 'ought  this  great  power  w  hf-h  he  wielded. 
How  '.    i-lepointed  out,  "  Voii  are  at  a  great 
e.vpeiiseas  liorder  authority  in  maintaining 
a  large  force  of  jiolice  at  a  cost  of  tens  of 
thousands  ot  pounds  a  year.      The  Com- 
pany   will     undertake '  that    work,    and 
^  save   you   £00,000   a   year.^'       ^^'hat  do 
:  we,    who    ai'e   voting   scores   of  millions 
and  expending  thousands  of   brave  lives, 
think  of  £()0,U00  a  year  now  1     "  Wo  will 
.save  you  £(30,000  a' year,  because  we  will 
undertake  that  larger  force ;  you  can   do 
with    a    few    men    to   look  after     liquor 
I't'vmits  and  s(j  on,  but  the  great  respon- 
sibilities and  care  and  power  and  precau- 
tions   which    ;ire    .ill    involved    in     the 
holder    ;iuihority    you    will    hand    over 
lo  lis  and  uc    will    pay   the   cost."      Who 
pa\s  the  cos!  now  .'     The  Knipiri'  handed 
o\er     these     po\wis     to    the    Chartered 
Company     to      i,c     h.indled      in     whose 
interests  .'      In  those  of  the  conipanv   and 
lihodes,  of  toiirse.     It   followed  naturallv 
that  the  police,  which  up  to  that  i'unv.  had 
been  essentiiil, should  lie  disbanded,  l)e(;aiisr' 
the    Colonial    Secretary  was  to  save  the 
public  money.   Arrangements  wereniadH  u< 
provide    facilities   fdi'    their   re-enlistment 
in  the  sei'V  ice  (,f  the  C'liai'tered    Com|)ailV. 
It     ^^as    no    long(-r    iie<'essary    to    ha\'fi 
muiiitions  of  war,  Maxims,  ordnance,  and 
other  things; so   thev  were    to  be  handed 
over    to   the   Chartered  Crjmpany    to  be 
duhpaid  for  at  a  Valuatiou.  But  it  was  not 
only   there  that   ^\-v.   -were    to   sa\e.  No; 
the  Colonial  Secretary  made  a  better  bar- 
gain.    He  actually  saved  £200,000  nioi'c, 
in  the  sha])e  of  a  subsidy  which  had  been 
piomised  for  a  raihva}-,  which  sum   Mr. 
Rhode.-,  so   eager   to  get   and    to  get  ut 
once  the^e  \  arious  powers  and  a'^h-antages, 
^va^  ready  to  gi\-e  up.     So  that  iur  this 
mess  of  pottage,  cousialing  of  £lj0.000  a 
^-eai*'  and  £:^00,000,  ,you  got  the  raid  and 
the  war.    The^c  arrangements  lasted  but  a 
tew  weeks.      Within  a  very  short  time 
the     Colonial     Secretary     n^A-oked     the 
arraugeuient.  and  r-jjiuiied  the  authority; 
he  clipped  the  wingc  of  the  com'pany  even 
clo^.er   than   before  :  he   undertook   once 


I 
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mnrc,  the    fiuicliuiM   ii«'   li.nl  iiiiinlcil  nv  it  ;    lansc     it     w.i 
h(i  mi'liil   11:^   t'.ir  ;i>  tir  cdulil    wlial  lie  1i;mI     il;i,tc     a     ihitc 
(lone.   Jiitt  iti('.'intiiiit',S()Utli  Africa iil,>o  wjis 
uruloiK!  I    Mciiiilinic  tln'  niid  h.u\  occiu  red. 

proving'  th(;  iMioniious  IiIiiikIit  w  liicli  liml 
liot'ii  n  .i(l<',  ami  (IcminisiiaiiiiL;  llir  iircc,.- 

sitv  for  this  coiuitiy,  if  she  will  t'liga^c  in 

('iitm-pi'i.scs  in  all  tlic  coiiuts  of  lln;  earth, 

at  IcHst  r(!.S(ihiii^  to  keep  the  eare  of  her 

own  rcspoiisihilities,  and  toiliseiiargothem 

herself  instead  of  handing  them  ovei'  to  per- 
sons no  matter  how  great  oi'  to  eharteicd 

eom])anies     no     matter      how     wealthy. 

There  had  l)een  thi>  ehangc  in  the  power 

of  the  Chartered  Company  with  reference 

to  the  poliee  force  and  the  border;  Init  n'> 

change  that  we  ean  find  had  lieen  eti'eeted 

i'l     the    policy   of    the    Colonial    Otiice, 

1ieccans(!  the  ])olicy  of  ihr  (Inlonial  Otheo 

still  WHS  that  when   the   iiie\ita!>le  insnr- 

rection    came    i)H'-  a    time    now    to    lie 

coinited  almost  by    days,   for  (;very]jody 

thought  it  wotild  come   otT  hefcjre  ])eivce- 

fnl,    joyous    Christmas    time-  thi'    High 

Commissioner  slmuld  go   nj)  :  and   1   ])r<'- 

snme  he    was  this  tim<'  to  lie  escorted  by 

the  Chartered    Company's    fore<-s,    which 

wer(!  being  coneenti'ated  ostensilil\'   foe  a 

peaceful     ])urj)ose,    to    guard  I  he    lailway 

tracks     and      culverts     and      mj     forth 

against   the   natives,    at    that    eonvenient 

point   from   'wlu'ch   they  might  be  di'awn 

to  act    either  as  an   escort   tn   the   High 

Commissioner  nr  a.-    iii\ader,-  nf   the    Ue- 
pul>lic.      It  is  (|uite  rlrar   finiii    teicgranrs 
which  pa>si'd  brtween  tlii'    High  Conlnu^- 
,>inner  and    the   Cnluiiial    Secretary   after 
the  I'aid   that    tlie  ('ulonial  Serrrtar\'  tunic 
full    res]»onsibility    for   the   plan  nt'   l.di'd 
liiisniead.    going    up    a--    ^oon      as      tin' 
i.'.xpccted  insun-ei-tiun    tnnk  [ilaee.  dniibt- 
less    accompanied     by    the     troii)i~^     tin' 
Colonial    Seei'etaiy  was    ari'anginn'     the 
Chartered  Conipan\'    slinuld  have.     N'l.w 
who    can    doubt    that    tlii-    change     was 
that   which    made    the    raid   not    merely 
possible  but  easy  '     \\'\u>  ean  doul)t  that 
it  vas  the  circtua>.tance  of  the  Chartered 
Company  being  m;ide  the  border  aiuho- 
rity,   being   given    the   res|ionsibi]ity    of 
keeping    the    peace,     forsooth!     on     the 
border  of    the  Trans\;ial,  having  hamled 
ovev  to   it   the   |)oli''e  and   tiie   power  to 
have    these   guns   and   men    and    horses 
there,  M'hich  made  the  raid  possible  and 
easy  •■     We  know  that  that  v.as  the  main 
obj(K't  of  the  transaction  in  the  mind  of 
yiv.   Ehodc^.     He    v.is   \eilling    to    p.n- 
£200.000  and  £60.000  .*  r-cu-— a   h.n-'d 


nere.-,,^ary 
IJNed     Willi 


by     a      li\e<i 
referciiee     to 


the  intended  breaking  out  of  the  insur 
reetion  at  .lohannesbnrg  to  ha\e,  a,  posi- 
tion and  a  foree  which  would  enable  him  to 
.^eiid  troops  into  the 'I'ransvaal.  May  task 
how  it  is  possible  for  ii  moment  to  wonder 
that  suspicion  should  be  excited  in  tho 
minds  of  those  who  sulVered  by  these 
operations,  who  saw  these  gi'eat  changes 
made  by  which  the  Company  was  made  tho 
bonier  authority  and  given  all  those 
facilities  on  tlie  eve  of  this  misuse,  if  you 
please  so  to  call  it.  of  that  power  and 
those  facilities  ?  Who  ean  wonder  that 
they  put  two  and  two  together,  and  be- 
licNcd  that  the  one  foUowed  on  the  other  in 
th(!  minds  of  peojile  here  as  well  as  in  the 
minds  of  ])eople  in  South  Africa  I  Can 
you  blame  t'hem  I  Put  yonr.selves  in 
their  place.  Is  there  a  man  here  who, 
had  he  been  in  their  situation,  would  not 
have  indulged  a  suspicion — nay,  a  convie- 


bar^am,     ;i;     he     thought—  ..imply     bc- 


lliirh    tion  amounting  to  moral  certainty    -in  his 
mind  that  that  which  was  so  (>normous  a, 
change,  for   so    inadei{uate  a  cause,    and 
hurried  in  such  a  way,  was  done  in  (jrder 
thai  it  might  be  made   possible  and  easy 
for  tiiat  to  happen  which  in  jioint  of  fact 
did    result   in   a   few   weeks?     1    say  all 
these  things  in  order  to  show  you  what 
it  is  this    Kmpire   has    to   answei-  in    this 
in.'itter.     <>ur    task     i^    to   vindieate    our 
])o<ition  in  South  Africa  and  in   th(>   eye.-, 
of  the  world  at  laige,      ]  .-tate  great  cause 
for  the  sus|)icion  in  order  that  yon  may 
see   wlia>    it    is  \-or,    lia\e   to   clear  awa\'. 
There    was    tlii'ii    a  ease   for    in(|uiry,   as 
e\ei-yliody   agreed,    though    iierhajis  until 
we  prosecuted  that  impiiry  they  did   not 
see  how  gi'cat  that  ca.~e  was.    That  ini|in'r\' 
w  as  es.-i'iitial.  beeaiise   the   honour  of   the 
whole  counnv  was  in\oi\i'il  in  tiiehonrjur 
of    a      4reit     I  )c]iarlnieni    of    >State     ami 
of  a  li'Miling  Minister  of  the  Crown.      My 
opinion  has   always    been  that  there  was 
no  man  in  the  world  so  deeply  interested, 
as  far  a^  his   endining  fame  is  concerned, 
in   the  granting    of    this  incptiry  as    tlie 
^Minister   who  is  said   to  Ix^    attacked  to- 
night.    I    entered  ui)on    that    impiiry  in 
w  hat  I    believe  to  be  the    proper  s])irit 
namely,  a  judicial   spirit.      I  desired,  as   I 
desire    to-day,    that    the    honour    of    this 
country  and  the   honour  of  Ministers  of 
^  State  should  be  fully  vindicated.  I  believed 
them  then,  as  I  belic\e  them  now,  to  be 
entitled  to   far  moie  than   the  orrjinary 
}.ae.-umptioii  I'f  iiinnceiice   ^chleh  ve  gi^■e 
to  the  commonest- accu.ved  until  they  are 
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pro\ed  ;,'nilty.      1  liclic\c(i  when  I  looked 
at  the   jiapcis   ijicie    was  a  still  stioiit/er 
reason  foidrawinj^  a  \eryeow(;nt  inffMcMci^ 
in  favoin-  of  the  innocence  of  the  Minister 
of  the  spcritic  charLje  uhich  had  heen  made 
aj<aiii.>t  him  generally,  not  withstanding  the 
suspicion  which  might  )iot  unnatural^  be 
<'Voked  by  what  had  taken  place.  That  rea- 
son remains  ;    I  .still  feel,  as  I  ha\eal\vuys 
felt,  it.s  force.      I  aver   that  no  man  can 
read    the   documents,    whetlu'r   they    ]ni 
telegrams    or    despatches,     which    weic 
addressed  l>y    the   Colonial    Secretary  to 
th((  Afi'ican  authorities  inumidiately  upon 
'aciuing   of  the    raid,     without  finding  it 
t^\•tremely  diftienlt  to  conceive   that  thev 
are  the  teh^grams and  despatches  of  a  man 
who  wa.s  an  accomplice  in  the  matter  of  that 
I'uid.  That  is  the  fail'  and  icasonable  infer- 
ence to  bfidrawn  from  the  documents.    It  is 
nf)t  conclusive^  ;  certainly  not.     Jt  may  l)c 
said,     "  What  else  coidd  he  do  '  His  only 
chance  was  to  take  that  road."     That  is 
what  may  be  .said  by  his  adversaries.     I 
say  it  not.     But  wo    have  to  deal  with 
these  things    with    refertince    to   advor- 
sarie.s    abroad    and    at  home,  and     with 
refei'cnce   to   suspicions   not    uiuiaturully 
engendered    by  tin;  coui'se   of  events  to 
which  I  luue  alludcnl   with  I'efcrence  to 
comidieity  in  the  Khodes  plan,  if   not   in 
the  .ramesoM  raid.      Although  I  thought 
his      words      and      his      acts     at     that 
time  were    tho.se    of  an  innocent    luin,  I 
considered  he  had  made  most  tremendous 
lilunder.-;     in     the      negotiations    of    the 
summer   befoi'c,  and    tliat    liis  character 
for  prescience  and  statesmanship  had  been 
|)ermanently   t.irnished  by  his  not  ha\  ing 
seen  that  he  ought  to  lu.ve   retained  tlu' 
l)urdeiis    and    responsiJiilities    of    Empire; 
in.-;ti'ad  of  attempting  to  shift  them  for  a 
few    jKiltry    thou.Ninds    of  pounds  to  the 
shoulders  of  the  Chartered  Com^jany.     I; 
thought  that  the  man  who,  knowing  the  j 
condition    of    the   Transvaal,   forecasting  | 
its  futu/e  and  providing  against  it  in  the 
manner  I  ha\e  described,  yet  let  i>ut  of  I 
liis    hands    and     turned     over     to     the  : 
Chartered   Company   the   peace   of    this 
Empire,  committed  a  tremendous  blunder.  ' 
ihit  that  is  not  what  he  is  accused  of  to-  I 
night.     Thos(!  who  accuse  him  accu.se  him 
of    something  very  ditlercnt  and   much  ' 
worse,  of  the  Jameson  raiil.  I,  who  accuse 
him   not   of  that  offence,   aver  that  the  ; 
case   is    such     that  bis  zeputation — and  > 
the   reputation   of  the    oountrv    in  thib 
matter  i.>  largd>-  bound  up  v.  ith  hi;;  own 
— domaud.:^  a  full  uirpiiry,  for  ■^uchha^not 


y(!t  taken    plai  c.     So  man  in  this  Ijou.^e 
will    rejoice    more    than    my-i-lf  if,    j,s   I 
beli(!Vo  may  well  be  the  ease,  that  in(|uirv' 
should  result  in  his  full,  plain,  and  ch^ar 
\  indication    before    the   worUI,   which  ut 
thi.s  time  cannot  be   .said  to  have   been 
achieved.       The    negotiations    for    these 
tr'-mendous  changes  in  the  summer  rjf  lh<<,»r» 
,  wereconductedwith  theColonial  Otticebva 
I  grouj)   of  Mr.  lihodes's  emissaries.     \\'e 
'  who   know   the   inner    working    of    the 
minds  and   intentions,  of   th(;se  men  are 
;  aware,    of   course,    that    they    were   en- 
deavouring  to    pursue   a   path   in   which 
they  might  mislead  some,  whatcxcr  they 
might  hav(!  thought  it  prudent  orneccw.sary 
to  l('t  out  to  others.     These  negotiations 
:  M-ere   conducted   Ijy   men  who  had  Mr. 
Rhodes's    fidl    confidence,    and     at    the 
ni(mient     h(!     was     talking     "  railway.," 
I  "  peace,"  and  "■  border  authority  "  at  the 
Colonial   Office,    he  was  talking  "raid," 
i  "rebellion,"     "violence,"     "arm.s,"    and 
"incursions  "  with  these  men  across  the 
wires.     What  can  be  better  evidence — 1 
do  not   mean   legal  evidence,  because  as 
such    they    are    worthless     against    the 
Colonial  Office   -  than  those  cables  1   What 
can  1)0  better  evidence  of  the  I'eal  mind  of 
these    men     than     their     own     contem- 
poraneous  caliles,   disclosing   what    hap- 
jiened  from  day  today,  what  their  wishes, 
intentions,    ho[)e.s,    and    aims    were,    ami 
stating  their  ])rogress   in  achieving  those 
things';     What   can   be  a   liettrr  clue  to 
th(>  truth   of   the   matter  !     A\'hat  could 
give  a  l)etter  light  by  which  to  examine 
these  men,    who,  upon    this   \fiy   theory 
had  l.eeii  acting  must   dishonouialdy,  anil 
perhaps    adding    the     small     additional 
crime  of  untruth    to  tlu;  crime  tli  y  w(;ro 
committing  against  their  country  '/    What 
could    be   more    important    for    the    real 
investigation    of    the    truth   as   to   com- 
plicity   with     the     Khodes     plan     than 
these    cal)les?     1    felt    this    so    strongly 
that  the  ^•ery  first  suggestion   I  made  to 
the   Committeo    was   that    we    ought  to 
get    tho  cables  before  we  e.xaminetl  any 
witnesses.     I  said  that  we  wanted  them 
in  order  to  test  and  check  the  witnesses 
by     them.       My     suggestion     was     not 
adopted.      iNfr.    Rhodes    was    examined,    ' 
and  it  was  not  until  long  after  he  had  left 
the  country  and  after  many  delays  that  we 
got  some  of  the  cables— only  some.      It 
^vas  not  until  much  later  that  wo  learned 
M'herc  to  procure  the  other.-;.     It  h;u.  been 
f^id  that  the  Committci^  agreed  that  Mr. 
Khode^  should  not  >prak  of  these  cables. 
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Tliri  ('«,!>  .^uliii'lliiii;^   -liil    .il    till'    iMlliiT 
pint  of  his  fXiiiiiiiuitinii  ill  tliiit  sciisr  liy 
iiiif  iiiciiilici  ipf  iln' ('(iiiniiillt'c,  liiit  ulu'ii  I 
I'Miiiiiiifil  liini    I   jtcisisti'il  in  piMst'ciitiii^' 
nil  iiujuiry  hm  to  tiic  whcicalHints  of  [\ivhv 
calilfs,    and   it    wan  nut   until    I    had  got 
from  him  that  he  liad  h;ft   thrm  in  South 
Africa  and  could  not  tell  «lici'c  tlu-v  wci'i' 
that  I  stupiicd.    If  I  had  lit'cii  alih'  to  find 
out  who  ha<l  them  I  should  at  once  have  ' 
pirsscd  the  Conimitlcc  to  call   for  thciii. 
If  I  had  liccn  al)lc  to  liiid  out  wiio  ccdild 
tell  whore  they  wcrt!  I  should  have  asked 
the    Comiiiittee  to   suiiinion    the   person. 
We,  were  not  so  slack  in  our  duty  as  some 
censorious  critics  allege.     As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  iiiipiiry  was  exhausted   in   the 
ease  of  Mr.  Rhodes.     At  a  later  stage  of 
tlic   proceedings,  hefore  the   1st   .hme,   it 
turned  out  that   -Mr.  Ilawksley  had  full 
copies  of  the  cables  in  his  desk  at   his 
office.       Those  copic's  were  more  valuahle 
thiui    the   originals,    lieeausc,    they    were 
annotated  and  had  marginal  notes,  those 
marginal   notes  being    the    notes   of   the 
oHicials  of   the  Colonial    Secretary,  made 
while  the  copic's  were  in  their  possession. 
Those  copies  were  letaiiied  liy  .Mr.  Hawks 
ley  as  being  specially  \aliialile,  under  the 
specific  instiuelioiis  nf    Mr.   IMiodes,  just 
because    they     had     upon      them      thusc 
notes.       W'oiiM      you     iioi       lili,'     to    see 
tlictn  '.       They      ar<'      what      we       want. 
They  arc  ackuow  Icdged  to  be  relevant  and 
to  impute  cdinplicity  to  the  Colonial  Otlicc. 
Mr.  Ilawksley  declined   to   protiuco  tliem, 
and    the    Committee    decided    that    they 
would  deliberate  as   to    what  they  slioiild 
do  upon  this  rcfii-^al  to   produce  the  ilocu 
meiits.        It      had     bcni      iiilcd     cleaily 
niidei'     the      ad\  ice     of     the     Attdiiiev- 
Geueial  that  he  Mas  lioinid  to    pioducc. 
I    moved    on    the     Ist     of    June    that 
we  should  report  to  this  House  the  refusal 
of  Mr.   Ilawksley  to  produce   the  ealjle- 
granis  in  his   ])osscssiou  with  the  aiuiota- 
tions  of   the   Culunial    Uthec.     I  ])ointcd 
out  that  this   House  had  appointed  us  to 
m.ike  a.  full  in4uiiy,  and  1  thought  it  was 
our  duty  to  let  the  Huu.se  kuu'A'  that  >ve 
were  beuig  thwarted  in  our  ettovta  to  do 
our  duty  becauf.e  of  the  refuL-al  of  the 
wituci-s  to  produce  important  documents. 
I   kncv.'    that    >'.'oulJ    not   interfere   ff;i- 
a  moment  with   the   pro.^ecutiun    of  the 
work  of  the  Committee.     Our  report  of 
Mr.    Hawksley'.i  rcfusaHMjiild  ha^•c  (loiic 
iVj      nvn'c     than    thi:  — it    •uduld    hd\.' 
handed    u'.-'rf    to   the    Hou.c    the   pm'-er 
and  thp  dutv  nf  dr-oidin;.'  what   wa.-   th'^- 


be-l    thing  lo     II  under  llli'  i  ircUIII-lailetiH. 

Hut  the  Commit  lee  decidediiot  tollando\el• 
lo  the  I  b)usc  that  power,  by  letting  it  know 
ollicially  what  were  the  facts,  that  it  might 
determine  whether  it  wouhl  do  anything 
with  .Mr.  Ilawksley  or  not.  It  was  said 
that  such  a  course  might  interfere  with 
othci  laoceedings,  '■  .t  the  rcsponsiliility 
would  have  been  with  the  House  of 
Comiuons,  and  the  Counnittee  had  in 
my  judgment  no  I'ight  to  prevent  the 
House  haxing  the  power  and  I'esponsibiuty 
of  deciding  this  matter,  iiut  that  course 
was  declined,  and  thereupon  my  hon. 
friend  the  Memlier  forNorthampton.said  — 

"As  you  won't  proeeuil  aj^aiiist  Mr.  Hawks- 
ley,  you  stoiipeil  liiiii  in  the  middle  of  liis 
evidence,  technically  lie  i.i  in  the  witnesM- 
box;  and  I  niovi!  that  he  he  n^caHed.  ^'^IU 
won't  iiivv,  us  tiie  docimMMits,  llien  h't  ns  com- 
plete his  «)ral  evidence.'' 

But  the  Committee  declined  evciii  to 
do  that,  and  Mr.  Hawksley's  e.vamination 

i  was  closed  without  luiing  ecmipleted.  At 
a  later  .stage,  when  counsel  for  .Mr.  Rhodes 
had  made  a.  declaration  with  reference  to 
this  particidar  matter,  iiidiealiiig  that  it 
was  pndi.ibly  for  the  avoidance  of  .scandal, 
and  in  that  sort  of  way  for  the  public 
interest  that  no  further  investigation 
should  be  made,  1  renewed  my  motion 
that  this  matter  shoiilil  be  reported  to 
the  House,  lint  my  motion  met  with  the 
.same'  fate  as  the  previous  one.  Whorc- 
iipon  I,  for  my  part,  withdrcv,  upon  the 
grotmd  that  the  Connnittee  had  declined 
to  take  the  steps  which  were  necessary  to 

,  enable  it  to edmpletelhemati^iials  reipiisito 
for  making  its  own  report,  or  foe  giving 
the  faets  to  this  lloiisc  upon  whiehtho 
ll'iiise  and  the  country  might  fairl\'  form 
its  own  judgment.  Tlie  Cnnimittte 
proceeded  to  make  Avhat  was  neces- 
sarily a  lame,  pcrfimctory  and  in- 
complete Report.  What  has  hap- 
jiciicd  .since  ?  The  cousjiirators  have  been 
lai'gcly  Avhitcwashed  anil  reinstated,  and 
the  honour  of  Mr,  JJhoiles  has  been 
vin.licated  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  .-uggested  to- 
night that  he  had  vindicated  Mr.  Rhodes's 
hoium-  in  ix'.spcct  of  accusatiou.s  made 
against  him  ni  regard  toone  thingoidy,  and 
that  v.as  that  in  A\-hat  he  had  done  lie 
had  Ijeen  animated  l>y  sonlid  motives, 
and  that  this  \\as  v\'hat  he  was 
alhiding  lo  in  the  former  debate. 
Some  uccUL-alion.^  -^muc  made  vv'hich  I 
dare.-ay  vvere  not  v.oll-founded.  but  if  ho'n. 
("cntlcmen  will   take  the   trouble  to  look 
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at    the  e.vainiii.ition  of  .Mr.  IJhodes,  in  the 
lour-e  of  I  he  iiuostioiis   I   put    him    they 
uill   see  thill,  although   his  object   mi;.;ht 
Mot      lie      the     aenuifemeiit      of      lillhy 
liiere,      he     had      lai>,'e      interests      and 
maiia^'ed     the    concerns    of  othei'    lai^c 
capitalists.      They   will   see  that  material 
iiiteicsts  had  a  ^{I'oat  deal  to  do  with  the 
liusiuess,  and  that  it  was  only  those  who 
had  no  means  who  craved  political  rights. 
What  those  who  had  gained  groat  wealth 
wantcfl  was  more  wealth  still,     \\'hat  the 
Colonial  Secretary  did  say     as  1  remem- 
Ijer,    in    a     sTieech    which    shocked    me 
then,    and     the    recollection     of    which 
shocks   me  still     was   that  the    personal 
honour  of    .Mi'.  IJlujdos    was    \  indicated 
upon  the  theory  of  the  .application  of  lax 
revolutionary  ethics,     lie  pointed  out  that 
since  it  was  neee,s.sary  loassume  the  ml,  of 
thoconspiiatoi'orthe  re\olulionist  all  yon 
have  to  consider  i,s  whi'lher  I  hi'  reviilu 
tionist  is  right  or  wrong.    The  common  test 
to  apply  i.s   whether  the  rebellion  siiecoerla 
or  not.     If  it  .succeeds  it  is   right.     Mr. 
lihodcs   was  a    conspir'atcir,  and  he  failed, 
and.  therefore,  he  was   wrong.     Hut  what 
seems     lo    ha\e     been    forgotten    is    that 
the     proposal     of     the     ('olonial    Secrc- 
t'U'.v       i'^     an     enormous      extension     of 
tliis     principle.        1      wonder     how     f;ir 
the   right  lion.  Gentleman   would   apply 
these  ethics  to  the   Fenian  rovolutionarV 
conspiracy;     how     he    woidd    treat    the 
honour  of  a  Fenian,   enlisted  in  the  lane, 
pcrsiiading    his     comrades.       But,    as    I 
say,     he     goes     much    further.       What 
.Stat(>      was    it     that     .Mr.     b'hodes    was 
deceiving',' ^^    lie      was      not     deceiving 
only     the   Trans\aal   against     which    he 
was   eons])iriiig.      \o,  he   was  decei\i'ig 
the  Empire  of  which  he  was  an   honoured 
servant  ■  he  was  deceiving  the  Queen,  of 
whom  ho  was  a  Privy  Councillor  ;  he  was 
deceiving    Her    Majesty,    whose    Prime 
Minister  at  the  Cape  he  was ;    he   was 
deceiving    the    High    Commissioner,    to 
whom,   as    chairman   of    the    Chartered 
Company,  he  was  liound  hy  the  conditions 
of  the  Charter  to  freely  ci'immunicate,  and 
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takes    his' life,    his    propertv.    and     his 
estate     in    his    own    hand   ai'id   demands 
e(|nal  jii.stice  foi  his  fellow-eouiurvmen  bv 
taking  part  in  a  revolution,     ilnt  if  I  find 
I  a  man  of  fine   State   who   obtains   high 
I  office  and  emoluments  of  various  ordei's, 
which  alone  enabled  Mi.  Rhodes  to  draw 
together  and  formulate   this   conspiracy, 
who    prostitutes   every   position    he   has 
ac(|uired,  who  almses  every  trust  repo.sed 
in  him,  who  deceives  every  person  with 
whom  ho  is  connected,  and  who  takes  and 
uses   all   these   powers   atid  positions   in 
order    by   the   abuse  and  degradation  of 
them    to   achieve  his    nefarious    purpose 
against     another     State,    then    when     I 
hear    the    Colonial    Secietary     say    that 
the    personal     honour    of    that    man   is 
fully    vindicated,    1  can  only  .say  that    I 
<lo  not  know  what  the  ,standard  (jf  honour 
i.s   which  this  Minister  of   the    Imperial 
Crown     adopts.       I     do      not      observe 
that    the    account     which    was    read    of 
this    traii.saction    by    the    lion.    Member 
below  me — the  account  of  the  existence  in 
the  hands  of  a  Member  here,  fluring  the 
debate,  of  copies  of  these  cables,  for  pro- 
fluction    if    required    for    Mr.    lihocles's 
piu-pose  - -was  alluded  to  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  in  his  defence.  '  It  cannot  bo 
discarded  as  one  of  the   many  elements 
which  make  forthat  situation  of  doul it, per- 
plexity, and  suspicion  which  demands  in 
my  judgment  a  further  inquiry.    The  hon, 
.Member  opposite  has  spoken'of  reopening 
a    closed   inquiry,    lait   the   inquirv   has 
never  lieen  clo.sed.       We  were  unaiUe  to 
close  it,  because  we  had  not  obtained  the 
complete  materials  for  a  judgment.      Wo 
so  reported,  and  you  have  opposite  mo  to- 
night the  Minister  who  at  one  time  had  in 
his  hand  the  key  which  might  open  his  own 
vindication,  and  who  although  he  no  longer 
holds  the  key  can  now  unlock  the  box 
which     contains     those     documents    by 
assenting  to  this  motion.      And    vet  he 
•Icclines  ! 
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